
Vulvar Papillary Hidradenoma Imitating
Bartholin’s Cyst: Case Report

AABBSS  TTRRAACCTT  Pa pil lary hydra de no ma is a ra re, be nign, cystic, pa pil lary tu mor, ge ne rally oc cur ring
by the dif fe ren ti a ti on of ec ri ne, apoc ri ne but mo re fre qu ently apoc ri ne glands wit hin the fe ma le ge -
ni tal re gi on. On the ot her hand, Bart ho lin’s cyst oc curs by the par ti al or comp le te obs truc ti on of
the Bart ho lin’s chan nels. Oc ca si o nally, tho se con di ti ons can be cli ni cally mi xed with each ot her.
We re por ted a 43-ye ars-old fe ma le pa ti ent with a vul var le si on that se ems to be a Bart ho lin’s cycst.
We re a li zed pa pil lary li ke pro ces ses on this le si on du ring cystec tomy ope ra ti on and his to pat ho lo -
gi cal exam re ve a led a pa pil lary hydra de no ma. Our aim is to po int out that a tu mo ral le si on li ke pa -
pil lary cysta de no ma can be fo und wit hin a vul var le si on be ing as a si mi lar cli nic and ap pe a ran ce of
Bart ho lin’s cyst. This si tu a ti on is im por tant for the ap pro ach to vul var le si ons in cli ni cal prac ti ce. 

KKeeyy  WWoorrddss::  Vul va; ade no ma, swe at gland; cysts      

ÖÖZZEETT  Pa pil ler hid ra de nom, ge nel lik le ka dın ge ni tal böl ge de ki ek rin, apok rin ve da ha çok apok rin
gland la rın dif fe ran si as yo nuy la olu şan, yay gın ol ma yan, be nign, kis tik, pa pil ler bir tü mör dür. Barto -
lin kist ise, bart o lin ka nal la rın ta ma men ve ya kıs men obs trük si yo nu so nu cu ge li şir. Na dir de ol sa
bu iki du rum kli nik gö rün tü ola rak ka rış tı rı la bi lir. Ol gu muz 43 ya şın da bart o lin kist gö rü nü mün -
de vul var lez yo nu olan bir ka dın dı. Lez yo na uy gu la nan kis tek to mi ope ras yo nu sı ra sın da pa pil ler
olu şum lar tes pit et tik ve his to pa to lo jik in ce le me si pa pil ler hid ra de nom şek lin de gel di. Ama cı mız
bart o lin kist kli ni ği ve gö rün tü sün de olan vul var lez yo nun al tın dan pa pil ler hid ra de nom gi bi tü mö -
ral bir lez yon çı ka bi le ce ği ni vur gu la mak tır. Bu du rum kli nik pra tik te vul var lez yon la ra yak la şım açı -
sın dan önem li dir.
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OLGU SUNUMU   

a pil lary hid ra de no ma is ra re, be nign cystic and pa pil lary tu mor, It
de ve lops  thro ugh the dif fe ren ti a ti on of ec ri ne, and mostly apoc ri ne
glands. Bart ho lin’s cyst de ve lops by comp le te of par ti al obs truc ti on of

bart ho lin’s glands. Our ca se had the ap pe ran ce of a bart ho lin’s cyst in exa -
mi na ti on be fo re sur gi cal in ter ven ti on. Du ring cystec tomy, pa pil lary struc-
tu res we re pre sent in the cyst and pat ho logy re sult was pa pil lary
hid ra de no ma. Our aim is to emp ha si ze the fact that un der a vul var le si on
which lo oks li ke bart ho lin’s cyst, a tu mo ral le si on such as pa pil lary hid ra -
a de no ma.    
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CA SE RE PORT
A pa ti ent at the age of 43 re fer red with the com-
p la int of pa in less swel ling in right la bi a mi no ra.
In physi cal exa mi na ti on, a 2 cm mass con sis tent
with a bart ho lin cyst was se en in the lo wer re gi -
on of right la bi a mi no ra. Du ring cystec tomy, yel-
low-tan  for ma ti ons we re se en in the cyst.
Cystec tomy was car ri ed out and ma te ri al was sent
to pat ho lo gi cal exa mi na ti on. Spe ci men’s pat ho lo -
gic exa mi na ti on re ve a led a well cir cums cri bed 
no du lar le si on com po sed of pa pil lary and ade no -
ma to us struc tu res un der low mag ni fi ca ti on. On
high mag ni fi ca ti on the do ub le la ye red epit he li um
did not con ta in any of the ma lig nity cri te ri a. By
the se fin dings pa pil lary hid ra de no ma was di ag no -
sed (Fi gu re 1).

DIS CUS SI ON
Pa pil lary hid ra de no ma is a tu mo ral for ma ti on,
which is usu ally de ri ved from the apoc ri ne gland
bet we en la bi a ma jo ra and la bi a mi no ra in vul var
ano ge ni tal re gi on and grows slowly, is small (2
mm-3 cm) and may be cystic as well. In the study
of Wo od worth et al it was es tab lis hed that 38% of
pa pil lary hydra a de no mas ori gi na te from la bi a ma-
jo ra and 26% from la bi a mi no ra.1 As pa pil lary hid -
ra de no ma inc lu des mi xed -cha rac te ris tics of both
ec ri ne and apoc ri ne glands, it may ha ve cystic or
abs cess ap pe a ran ce in re la ti on to dra i na ge prob-
lem. It may even be con fu sed with the re cur rent
cyst and ab se cess of ano ge ni tal re gi on bart ho lin’s
abs cess may be in cystic, abs cess, or epi der mal in-
c lu si on cyst form. As se en in the study of Sal va to -
re Do ci mo Jr et al pa pil lary hydra a de no ma may
ga in the ap pe a ran ce of bart ho lin’s cyst or ab secsss
by obs truc ting bart ho lin’s duc tus.2 Pa pil lary hy-

dra a de no ma tends to oc cur bet we en the ages of
30-70 and is es pe ci ally fre qu ent in fo urth de ca de.
It is be nign tu mor but its ma lig nant trans for ma ti -
on in to ade no can cer or ade nos qu a mo us can cer is
re por ted even if ra rely.3-7 Sin ce the pro ba bi lity of
the the trans for ma ti on of bart ho lin’s cyst in to
bart ho lin’s gland can cer is low, it may be tho ught
that sur gi cal to tal ex ci si on is not ne ces sary.8,9 Ho -
we ver, if pa pil lary hydra a de no ma ap pe a ring li ke
bart ho lin’s or the con cur ren ce of bart ho lin’s cyst
and pa pil lary hydra a de no ma is con si de red, the ne -
cess sity of sur gi cal to tal ex ci si on in the pre sen ce
of the se le si ons is se en. In conc lu si on, in the pa ti -
ent gro up over 40 with be nign le si ons such as bar-
to lin cyst or abs cess, the pos si bi lity of bart ho lin’s
cyst or abs cess, pa pil lary hyrdra de no ma even ade-
no car ci no ma sho uld be bor ne in mind and if pos-
sib le, to tal ex ci si on sho uld be pre fer red in this
pa ti ent gro up.10
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FI GU RE 1: Well cir cums cri bed no du lar tu mor com po sed of ar bo ri zing tra be -
cu lar  pa pil la e Glan du lar struc tu res vary in si ze and are li ned by  do ub le la -
yer of  cu bo i dal cells, the ou ter la yer rep re sen ting myo e pit he li al cells (HE,
x200).
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